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Application/Control Number: 09/483,182 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3693 

Response to Applicants' Amendment 

The amendment filed on 07/25/06 is not fully responsive to the prior Office action 
because of the following omission(s) or matter(s): the Applicants' reply does not comply 
37 C.F.R. 1.121 because the amendment to the claim does not list all of the claims with 
their identifiers. See the attachment to this Office action for the proper format for 
amendments under 37 CFR 1.121. In addition, Applicants' are respectfully requested to 
submit a substitute Specification because the Specification in the file has some pages 
that were scanned into the electronic file crosswise. Since the above- mentioned reply 
appears to be bona fide, applicant is given a time period of ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY 
(30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever is longer, within which to 
supply the omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment. Extensions of this 
time period maybe granted under 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

This action is NON-FINAL. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Ella Colbert whose telephone 
number is 571-272-6741 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday, 5:30AM-3:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Art Unit: 3693 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



* AMENDMENTS MAY NOW BE SUBMITTED IN REVISED FORMAT 



The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is permitting applicants to submit amendments in a revised 
format as set forth below. Further details of this practice are described in AMENDMENTS IN A REVISED FORMAT 
NOW PERMITTED, signed January 31 2003, expected to be published in Official Gazette in February, 2003 (Notice 
posted on the Office's web site at 

htty://www.uspto.gov/web/offi^ ). The revised amendment 

format is essentially the same as the amendment format that the Office is considering adopting via a revision to 37 
CFR 1.121 (Manner of Making Amendments). The revision to 37 CFR 1.121 (if adopted) will simplify amendment 
submission and improve file management. The Office plans to adopt such a revision to 37 CFR 1.121 bv July of 2003 T 
q ft which point compliance with revised 37 CFR 1.121 will be mandatory. 

Effective immediately, all applicants may submit amendments in reply to Office actions using the following format. 
Participants in the Office's electronic file wrapper prototype 1 receiving earlier notices of the revised practice may also 
employ the procedures set out below. 

REVISED FORMAT OF AMENDMENTS 

Begin on separate sheets: 

Each section of an Amendment (e.g., Claim Amendments, Specification Amendments, Remarks) should begin on a 
separate sheet. For example, in an amendment containing a.) introductory comments, b.) amendments to the claims, 
c.) amendments to the specification, and d.) remarks, each of these sections should begin on a separate sheet. This 
will facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning of each part of an amendment document for placement 
in an electronic file wrapper. 

Two versions of amended part(s) no longer required: 

The current requirement in 37 CFR 1.121(b) and (c) to provide two versions (a clean version and a marked up 
version) of each replacement paragraph, section, substitute specification or claim will be waived where an 
amendment is submitted in the following format: 

A) Amendments to the claims: 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, or submission of a new claim, must include a 
complete listing of all claims in the application. After each claim number, the status must be indicated in a 
parenthetical expression, and the text of each claim under examination (with markings to show current changes) must 
be presented. The listing will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims in the application. 

(1) The current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously canceled or withdrawn 
claims, must be given. Status is indicated in a parenthetical expression following the claim number by one of 
the following: (original), (currently amended), (previously amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously added), (reinstated - formerly claim #_J, (previously reinstated), (re-presented - formerly 
dependent claim or (previously re-presented). The text of all pending claims under examination must be 
submitted each time any claim is amended. Canceled and withdrawn claims should be indicated by only the 
claim number and status. 

(2) All claims being currently amended must be presented with markings to indicate the changes that have been 
made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim should be shown by 
strikethrough (for deleted matter) or underlining (for added matter). An accompanying clean version is not 
required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status "currently amended" will include markings. 

(3) The text of pending claims not being amended must be presented in clean version, i.e., without any markings. 
Any claim presented in clean version will constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to the 
immediate prior version. 

(4) A claim may be canceled by merely providing an instruction to cancel. Listing a claim as canceled will 



1 The Office's Electronic File Wrapper prototype program is described in USPTO ANNOUNCES PROTOTYPE OF IMAGE 
PROCESSING, 1265 Off. Gaz. Pat Office 87 (Dec. 17, 2002) ("Prototype Announcement"), and applies only to Art Units 1634, 
2827 and 2834. 
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constitute an instruction to cancel. Any claims added by amendment must be indicated as (new) and shall not 
be underlined. 

(5) All of the claims in each amendment paper must be presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive 
canceled or withdrawn claims may be aggregated into one statement (e.g. Claims 1 - 5 (canceled)). 



Example of listing of claims: 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) 
Claim 6 (withdrawn) 

Claim 7 (previously amended): A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A bucket with a green blue handle. 

Claim 9 (withdrawn) 

Claim 10 (original): The bucket of claim 8 with a wooden handle. 
Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom. 

Claim 13 (previously added): A bucket having a circumferential upper lip. 

Claim 14 (re-presented - formerly claim 1 1): A black bucket with a wooden handle. 

B) Amendments to the specification: 

Amendments to the specification may be made by presenting a replacement paragraph, section or substitute 
specification marked up to show changes made relative to the immediate prior version. An accompanying clean 
version is not required and should not be presented. 

C) Amendments to drawing figures: 

Drawing changes may be made by presenting replacement figures which incorporate the proposed changes and which 
comply with § 1.84. An explanation of the changes made must be presented in the remarks section of the amendment. 
If the changes to the drawing figure(s) are not approved by the examiner, applicant will be informed in the next Office 
action. Any replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of 
the sheet, even though only one figure may be amended. The figure or figure number of the amended drawing should 
not be labeled as "amended." 



Any questions regarding the submission of amendments pursuant to the revised practice set forth in this flyer should 
be directed to the following legal advisors in the Office of Patent Legal Administration (OPLA): Elizabeth Dougherty 
(Elizabeth.Doughertv@uspto.gov) . Gena Jones (Eugenia.Jones@uspto.gov) or Joe Narcavage 
(Joseph.Narcavage@uspto.gov) . For information on the waiver or legal aspects of the prototype, please contact Jay 
Lucas (Jav.Lucas@uspto.gov) . Senior Legal Advisor (PCTLA) or Rob Clarke (Robert.Clarke@uspto.gov) . Senior 
Legal Advisor (OPLA). Alternatively, further information may be obtained by calling OPLA at (703) 305-1616. 
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